
CIBC Bank USA NAMED OFFICIAL BANK OF 

THE WESTERN GOLF ASSOCIATION AND EVANS SCHOLARS FOUNDATION 

Dec. 13, 2017 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Golf, Illinois – CIBC Bank USA has been designated the Official Bank of the Western Golf Association and the Evans 
Scholars Foundation, organization leaders announced today. 

As part of a new four-year agreement, CIBC, formerly known as The PrivateBank, will fully fund four Evans Scholarships, 
providing an opportunity for four deserving young caddies to attend college. 

The special designation provides a new opportunity for CIBC, as an Official Supporter, to establish a direct business 
relationship with WGA and ESF constituents. 

Since 1930, the Evans Scholars Program, one of golf’s leading charities, has sent more than 11,000 caddies from limited 
financial means to college on full housing and tuition scholarships. There are currently 965 Evans Scholars attending 
19 universities nationwide, and the organization is growing at a record pace from coast to coast. Leaders are working 
toward a goal of sending 1,000 caddies to college by the year 2020, and growing corporate support will play an integral 
role in helping to reach that milestone. 

As part of the agreement, CIBC will fund the creation of four Endowed Named Evans Scholarships, awarded each year 
through 2020 to one incoming freshman Evans Scholar studying finance. The CIBC Evans Scholars will be graduates 
of the WGA’s Caddie Academy, a special program that provides disadvantaged female teens an opportunity to caddie 
regularly and ultimately be eligible to apply for the Evans Scholarship. Recipients will also come from communities 
where CIBC has a banking presence. 

Earlier in 2017, CIBC began supporting WGA and ESF initiatives, including hosting literacy sessions for participants of 
the Caddie Academy. CIBC also served as presenting sponsor of the Women’s Invitational, an annual summer event that 
benefits the Caddie Academy. The first CIBC Endowed Named Scholarship was presented to Caddie Academy graduate 
Melina Scofield, who caddied at The Glen Club in Glenview. She is now a freshman at Northwestern University and a 
graduate of Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in Pilsen. 

CIBC also participates as a corporate supporter of the BMW Championship, whose sole charity is the ESF. Since 2007, 
the tournament has raised more than $26 million to help send caddies to college. 

“We’re honored by CIBC’s commitment to providing life-changing college scholarships for deserving young caddies,” said 
WGA President & CEO John Kaczkowski. “Their support comes at a critical time,  as we seek to meet increasing need 
from young students nationwide for college financial assistance. Through its support of the Caddie Academy, CIBC also is 
helping promote financial literacy and providing tools for young women to be able to succeed in finance.” 

“It is important to all of us at CIBC that we play a role in helping to build the next generation of business leaders,” said 
Larry D. Richman, Senior Executive Vice-President and Group Head, CIBC U.S. Region, and President and CEO, CIBC 



Bank USA. “We appreciate the work of the Western Golf Association and the Evans Scholars Foundation in providing 
students with access to education and leadership development, and we are proud to support their good work through this 
partnership.” 

About the Western Golf Association 

The Western Golf Association conducts three national golf championships and sponsors the nationally acclaimed Evans Scholars 
Foundation. Headquartered in Golf, Illinois, the organization was founded in 1899 by 11 Chicago-area golf clubs to promote their 
interests in golf. In addition to the BMW Championship, the WGA conducts two prestigious amateur championships, the Western 
Amateur and the Western Junior. In 2018, the WGA will also conduct the Constellation Senior PLAYERS Championship. To learn more, 
visit www.wgaesf.org. 

About the Evans Scholars Foundation 

Established by famed amateur golfer Charles Chick Evans Jr., the Evans Scholars Foundation provides full housing and tuition 
college scholarships to high-achieving caddies from across the country. The Program, supported by the Western Golf Association, is 
funded by contributions from more than 30,000 donors nationwide, including Evans Scholars Alumni, as well as proceeds from WGA 
championships. Since the Program’s inception in 1930, more than 10,600 caddies nationwide have graduated as Evans Scholars. To 
learn more, visit www.wgaesf.org. 

About CIBC 

CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial institution with 11 million personal banking, business, public sector and institutional 
clients. Across Personal and Small Business Banking, Commercial Banking and Wealth Management, and Capital Markets businesses, 
CIBC offers a full range of advice, solutions and services through its leading digital banking network, and locations across Canada, in 
the United States and around the world. Ongoing news releases and more information about CIBC can be found at www.cibc.com/ca/ 
media-centre or by following on LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com/company/cibc), Twitter @CIBC, Facebook (www.facebook.com/CIBC) and 
Instagram @CIBCNow. 
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